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 2011 Spring Conference Highlights  

The Minnesota Council of Teachers of Mathematics and Minnesota Mathematics Associa-

tion of Two-Year Colleges sponsored the annual Minnesota Spring Mathematics Conference 

April 29-30, 2011 at the Duluth Entertainment Convention Center. 

Keynote speakers were NCTM President Mike Shaughnessy speaking on "Reasoning and 

Sense Making in Geometry: Representations Provide the Keys" and Karim Logue who had 

rapt audience attention with "From Hip-Hop to the iPad: Making Math Real". 

Bill Eppright was awarded Honorary MCTM Membership in 

recognition of his contributions to mathematics education in Min-

nesota.  Bill teaches at Northwestern College in St. Paul.   

Conference participants enjoyed a great variety of sessions, many 

offering active learning and networking opportunities.  There was 

also plenty of time to socialize, catch up with old friends, and 

make new acquaintances.  New teachers and teacher education 

students easily mingled and were heartily welcomed by the sea-

soned veterans. 

Some of the positive feedback provided by at-

tendees on the evaluation forms included: 

Well organized.  Fine facility.  I really enjoyed it. 

I never know what sessions to attend and always 

end up with great stuff & new things learned. 

Best conference I have been to in the past 5 years. 

Great variety, loved all the tech stuff. 

As a first time attendee I am very impressed!  I 

found plenty to choose from and each session I attended was worthwhile & gave me plenty of ideas 

to use & share with my colleagues. 

It was my first time at a conference and I would definitely recommend it to others and come again 

if possible. 

I learned so much! I cannot wait to try so many 

new things in my classroom. 

I have attended the national conference for the 

past 3 years. I have neglected to attend this 

conference.  This has been better than the na-

tional.  Kudos to all! 

Enjoyed this conference a lot.  Glad I came and 

I will come again every year from now on! 

Thanks! 

The slides from Mike 
Shaughnessyõs presentation 
may be downloaded from 
the MCTM website. 

Additional photos on pages 
7 and 15.  View colored 
photos online. 
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2011-2012 MCTM Board of Directors  

Goals of MCTM 

È To develop an active interest in the science of mathematics. 

È To help provide opportunities for the exchange of ideas and materials regarding instruction in 

mathematics. 

È To further the study of problems relating to the teaching of mathematics at the elementary, secon-

dary, and college levels. 

È To work for the improvement of mathematics instruction at the elementary, secondary, and college 

levels in Minnesota. 

È To work for the improvement of employment and service of members of the Council and members 

of the profession in general. 

    Outgoing board members who completed terms  
    at the close of  the Spring Conference, April 2011. 
 

   Terry Wyberg, President 
      Lisa Conzemius, V.P. High School 
         Sara VanDerWerf, V.P. at Large 
            Joan Rustad-Huisman, District 1 Director 
               Mary Roden, District 4 Director 
                   Jane Reck, District 7 Director    

         Paul Agranoff, NCTM Representative 



 

Thank you to all of you who presented at, contributed to, and participated in the success of 

our 2011 Ross Taylor Symposium for Mathematics Education and Leadership and the 2011 

Spring Conference. Hopefully, during this summer season, you can take time to relax, rest 

and refresh yourselves.  

I love to read and I am always looking for new book titles. I am including a few here by 

category with a synopsis from the editors, if you are looking for something new to read this 

summer. If you have any others that you think are just great, let me know and Iôll include 

them in future editions of the Mathbits. 

Mathematical Content Knowledge  

The Developing Essential Understanding series from NCTM addresses topics that are cru-

cial to student development, but are difficult to teach. Each book in the series gives an over-

view of the topic, highlights the differences between what teachers and students need to 

know, examines big ideas and essential understandings, connects to other mathematical 

ideas and includes questions for readerôs reflections. 

Number & Numeration, Pre-K-Grade 2 

Addition and Subtraction for Pre-K-Grade 2 

Rational Numbers, Grades 3-5 

Multiplication and Division for Grades 3-5 

Ratios, Proportions & Proportional Reasoning, Grades 6-8 

Functions, Grades 9-12 

Extending Childrenôs Mathematics: Fractions and Decimals: Innovations in Cognitively 

Guided Instruction by Susan B. Empson and Linda Levi (Heinemann, 2011). Empson and 

Levi demonstrate how the intuitive knowledge and sense making that provide the basis for 

student understanding of whole number operations can be extended to fractions and deci-

mals. 

Mathematics Instruction  

Number Sense Routines: Building Numerical Literacy Everyday in Grades K-3 by Jesscia F. 

Shumway (Stenhouse Publishers, 2011). Shumway provides daily experiences building on 

studentsô innate sense of number to develop and nourish number sense and facilitate student 

applications of number sense in a variety of situations and contexts. 

Building Mathematical Comprehension: Using Literacy Strategies to Make Meaning by 

Laney Sammons (Shell Education, 2011). Sammons applies research-based reading compre-

hension strategies to the understanding of mathematics. She shows how to use approaches 

such as visualizing, making predictions, making connections, and vocabulary building to 

help students build conceptual understanding.  

Motivation and Disposition: Pathways to Learning Mathematics, 73rd Yearbook (NCTM, 

2011).  The Yearbook explores a wide variety of perspectives on motivation and disposition 

as these concepts relate to mathematics teaching and learning. It examines such elements as 

the demographic composition of a school; the role of movies, television, and the Internet; 

and nontraditional pedagogy as means of promoting and influencing positive student and 

teacher dispositions. 

General Interest  

Teaching Boys Who Struggle in School: Strategies That Turn Underachievers Into Success-

ful Learners by Kathleen Palmer Cleveland (ASCD, 2011). Cleveland suggests a framework 

called Pathways to Re-Engagement to help boys replace negative attitudes, reconnect with 

learning, rebuild learning skills and reduce the need for unproductive and distracting behav-

iors. 
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Continued on next page. 
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What Teachers Really Need to Know About Formative Assessment by Laura Greenstein 

(ASCD, 2010). Greenstein takes formative assessment from theory to practice emphasizing 

formative assessment application in secondary schools (also applicable to elementary 

schools). She includes many strategies for measuring student understanding and diagnosing 

learning needs before, during and after instruction. 

Teach Like a Champion, 49 Techniques That Put Students on the Path to College by Doug 

Lemov (Jossey-Bass, 2010). This is a K-12 resource filled with concrete, specific, and action-

able classroom teaching techniques. It includes a DVD with teachers demonstrating the 

strategies in their classrooms. 

I am looking forward to the next two years as President. Please let me know if you have any 

interests, questions or concerns you think I should address. 

(Continued from page 3) 

2011 MCTM Fall Conference  

Friday, October 21, 2011 at Maple Grove Senior High School 

Theme: Standards & Curriculum  

The Mathematics Education Trust  
Mission: The Mathematics Education Trust (MET) channels the generosity of contributors 

through the creation and funding of grants, awards, honors, and other projects that support 

the improvement of mathematics teaching and learning. 

Much helpful information can be found on the NCTM website under the Lessons & Re-

sources tab by expanding the Grants & Awards category.  http://www.nctm.org/resources/

content.aspx?id=198  Information includes: 

È MET Award, Grant, and Scholarship recipients  

È 2011-2012 MET Grant, Scholarship, and Award Proposal Abstracts  

È Tips for Writing Successful Proposals for MET Grants and Scholarships  

È Listing of active named funds and honorees   

È MET Grant, Scholarship, and Award Summary (PDF)  
 

Available Grants and Scholarships with 2011-2012 application deadlines: 
For Grades PreK-5 Teachers     

May 4, 2012  School In-Service Training Grants    

  PreKï8 Preservice Teacher Action Research Grants  

  Program of Mathematics Study & Active Professionalism Grants   

Nov. 11, 2011 Emerging TeacherïLeaders in Elementary School Mathematics Grants  

  Teacher Professional Development Grants  

  Using Music to Teach Mathematics Grants  

  Improving Studentsô Understanding of Geometry Grants  

  Classroom Research Grants  

  Mathematics Course Work Scholarships  

  Future Leader Initial NCTM Annual Conference Attendance Awards    

For Grades 6-8 Teachers    
May 4, 2012  School In-Service Training Grants  

  PreKï8 Preservice Teacher Action Research Grants  

  Program of Mathematics Study & Active Professionalism Grants (PreK-6) 

  Professional Development Scholarship Emphasizing the History of Mathematics   

Nov. 11, 2011  Teacher Professional Development Grants  

  Engaging Students in Learning Mathematics Grants  

  Equity in Mathematics Grants  

  Improving Studentsô Understanding of Geometry Grants  

Grants and 
Awards through 

NCTM 

Save the Date 

http://www.nctm.org/resources/content.aspx?id=198
http://www.nctm.org/resources/content.aspx?id=198


 

Teachers Awarded MCTM Foundation Grants to Attend Spring Conference  

The MCTM Foundation supported two teachers this year to attend the MCTM Spring Con-

ference in Duluth.  The recipients of the Conference Support Grants were Amber Neale, 

who teaches at Journey Montessori School in Apple Valley, and John Triscari , a teacher at 

Sanford Middle School in Minneapolis.  Each teacher wrote a brief report to the Foundation 

Governing Board after the conference. 

John Triscari wrote in detail about a particular session he attended. 

Teachers from North Branch, MN shared their lesson ideas derived from the once-

popular television show ñMinute to Win It.ò  The tasks put before students include 

spoon flipping, noodle hooking, and tower building.  None of the students can predict 

who will be the best at a particular activity, and every student has a chance to partici-

pate.  Competitive nature takes over.   Once students have engaged in the activities, they 

genuinely care about what statistics can tell them.  é  Everything from standard devia-

tion and modeling to mean, median, and mode can be fitted to one or more of the class-

room-ready activities from the show, at almost no cost to the teacher in most cases. 

Amber Neale gave an overview of her conference experience. 

I was very impressed by all of the sessions that focused on geometry and making math 

real for students.  I found materials and ideas that I could incorporate into my classroom 

right away Monday morning.  I do not have many colleagues at my school, so attending 

the conference had the added benefit for me of getting to meet and network with other 

teachers and professionals.  I really enjoyed talking with other teachers about what they 

are doing in their classrooms, what challenges they face, and getting advice about things 

I can try in my classroom. 

The Spring Conference Support Grants are one way that the MCTM Foundation uses the 

earnings on its investments to help Minnesota mathematics teachers.  In Amberôs words, ñI 

want to take this opportunity to thank everyone on the foundation board and everyone who 

has made a donation to the foundation for this amazing opportunity.ò 

You can contribute to the MCTM Foundation on the MCTM website, when you renew your 

MCTM membership, or when you register for an MCTM conference.  Watch this column 

for announcements of future grant opportunities. 
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MCTM  
Foundation 
 
Ellen Delaney 
Foundation Board Chair 
 

  Classroom Research Grants  

  Mathematics Graduate Course Work Scholarships  

  Summer Mathematics Study Grants  

  Future Leader Initial NCTM Annual Conference Attendance Awards   

For Grades 9-12 Teachers   
May 4, 2012  School InïService Training Grants  

  Professional Development Scholarship Emphasizing the History of Mathematics  

Nov. 11, 2011  Connecting Mathematics to Other Subject Areas Grants  

  Teacher Professional Development Grants  

  Classroom Research Grants (7-12)  

  Mathematics Graduate Course Work Scholarships   

  Future Leader Initial NCTM Annual Conference Attendance Awards     

For Prospective Teachers   
May 4, 2012  Prospective Middle School Mathematics Teacher Course Work Scholarships 

  Prospective 7-12 Secondary Teacher Course Work Scholarships    

Nov. 11, 2011  Prospective Teacher NCTM Annual Conference Attendance Awards   
 

It may take some work to write a proposal, but opportunities for significant funding are there.  It is 

also inspiring to read about the projects other classroom teachers have implemented. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Examples of Proposals  
 
Without Music, Geometry 
is Pointless! (Todd C. 
Mensch, Wappingers Cen-
tral School System, Wap-
pingers Falls, New York)  
 
òHow Long Can a Rocket 
Stay in the Airó (Judy L. 

Brown, Dayton Regional 
STEM School, Beavercreek, 
Ohio)  
 
The Little Teacher Who 
Said, òI Can, I Can, I 
CanéI Can be the Cata-
lyst to Help My Students 
Make the Connections!...I 
Can I Can I Can! (Ann E. 
Tarascio, Swampscott Mid-
dle School, Swampscott, 
Massachusetts)  
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Communication 

Be is resolved that MCTM investigate approaches to improve communication to and among 

membership. Examples may include but are not limited to: 

1. Be it resolved that MCTM pursue providing an electronic link on the MCTM website 

for information pertaining to legislative action on bills pertaining to mathematics edu-

cation. Assigned to the Technology Committee. 

2. Be it resolved that MCTM include, whenever provided with permission, email ad-

dresses for presenters in both spring and continue in the fall programs. Assigned to Fall 

and Spring Conference Committees. 

3. Be it resolved that MCTM investigates setting up an online professional network so 

that teachers can share resources and ask questions. Assigned to the Technology Com-

mittee. 

4. Be it proposed that MCTM provide an advertising blip when promoting the conference 

such as You-Tube or video attached to email, encourage members to watch instead of 

just read.  Assigned to the Publicity Committee 

5. Due to the limited number of people who vote through our present system, MCTM 

should investigate and implement an electronic voting process for electing board posi-

tions. Assigned to the Executive Committee 

6. To save printing and mailing costs MCTM should investigate and make available the 

ability for members to opt out of receiving The Math Bits via mail, but instead get an 

email that indicated when it has been posted online. Assigned to the Mathbits, Technol-

ogy and Publicity Committees   

Achievement Gap/Equity 

7. Be it proposed that MCTM focus a conference on closing the achievement gap:  strate-

gies, seminars, webinars, and sessions for teachers to share ideas. Assigned to the Ex-

ecutive Committee     

8. Be it resolved that MCTM create a task force to address the issue of equity in mathe-

matics instruction in Minnesota. The charge to the task force would be to identify those 

issues related to equity that impact the membership and have the potential to educate 

the membership. Assigned to the Executive Committee     

Passing the Baton 

9. Be it resolved that MCTM simplify opportunities for volunteering. This could be ac-

complished by: 

È Making the list of volunteering opportunities more accessible/easily accessible, 

È Matching talents to available opportunities 

È Incorporating electronic communication and conferencing to allow more participa-

tion from greater Minnesota. 

Assigned to the Membership Committee 

Kudos 

10. Be it resolved that District 1 wants to commend MCTM and its board for their leader-

ship in hosting the phenomenal and professional opportunities for math teachers to at-

tend and for MCTMôs continued support of pre-service teachers. 

 

Report on  
Spring 2011 

Delegate  
Assembly  

Resolutions  

Note:  The committees of 
MCTM are the bodies that 
carry out the work of the 
organization. They have 
been working on and will 
continue to work on their 
designated tasks and is-
sues throughout the year.  
MCTM members are en-
couraged to consider con-
tributing their talents to 
the various committees.  A 
broad range of represen-
tation on the committees 
will ensure that MCTM 
remains a strong, member
-driven organization. 
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Some Spring Conference Photos  



 

2011 MCTM SPRING CONFERENCE ATTRACTED  
RECORD NUMBER OF BEGINNING MATH TEACHERS!  

 

On Thursday, April 28, the night before the opening of the MCTM Spring Conference in Du-

luth, 140 preservice teachers, beginning teachers, college and university faculty, and 

MinnMATYC mentored students, together with CONNECT Committee members, attended 

the annual CONNECT Session.  The event 

was hosted by the CONNECT Committee 

and the MinnMATYC Mentoring program, 

organized by Betty Johnston and emceed 

by Sara Van Asten.  The evening featured 

a meal, a program led by Terry Wyberg  

and Anne Bartel which helped participants 

meet and talk with other new teachers, an 

orientation to the Conference program, a 

welcome from NCTM President Michael 

Shaughnessy and an arm load of free ma-

terials to take home. Most of the major ex-

hibitors provided sample text-

books, support materials and 

calculators for participants to take along with about 20 additional door prizes. 

Teachers and college faculty also donated books and materials for the famous 

book giveaway (Remember us next year when youôre cleaning your book 

shelves!). 
 

But the benefits of coming to Duluth early didnôt end on Thursday night for these 

teachers. They are now enrolled in the MCTM Virtual Mentoring program and 

have begun receiving biweekly emails from Ann Sweeney containing helpful 

websites, resources, teaching ideas and news of upcoming events. And if any of 

the participants or any other new teachers would like to communicate with an ac-

tual, live mentor all they need to do is contact Larry Luck  at larryluck@aol.com to make 

arrangements. 
 

The large turnout at the CONNECT preconference ses-

sion was partly due to a renewed effort by CONNECT 

Committee member Ryota Matsuura to reach out to 

campus contact faculty at virtually all Minnesota col-

leges and universities who help prepare math teachers. 

Anyone on a campus which has not received one of our 

posters and periodic updates should contact 

Ryota at matsuura@stolaf.edu. 
 

CONNECT Committee members will be 

working with the Fall Conference Planning 

Committee to ensure that there will be an ample number of sessions at that confer-

ence which will be of interest to beginning teachers.  The CONNECT Committee 

will also be cooperating with the planners for the Winning Strategies Conference at 

Normandale Community College in the spring. 
 

The CONNECT Committee has set a goal to have a greater outreach to beginning 

elementary teachers and to be successful we need the help of all MCTM members 

in this effort. Please let new elementary teachers know that MCTM has help and 

support available for them. Remember, CONNECT stands for Committee to Ori-

ent and Network New/Novice Educators into a Community of (Math) Teach-

ing. MCTM makes it happen! 
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CONNECT 
Committee to Orient 
and Network New/

Novice Educators into a 
Community of (math) 

Teachers 

mailto:larryluck@aol.com
mailto:matsuura@stolaf.edu

